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APPENDIX E: HOT EXTRUSION FBC SPREADSHEET 
 
 The author of this thesis created a spreadsheet (in Microsoft Office Excel 2007) that 
performs Feature Based Costing of Hot Extruded Parts made of Aluminum Alloys, using the 
methods described in Chapters 4-6.  The spreadsheet can be found in a supplemental file 
named Hot_Extrusion_FBC_Model.xlsm.  
 Note that in order for the spreadsheet to function properly, Excel’s “Solver Add-In” must 
be activated; otherwise the macros embedded in the file will not work and you may get an 
error message like the one shown in Figure E.1 after executing the spreadsheet’s “Press 
Selection and Extrusion Speed Solver Macro”.  Please refer to Excel’s Help Function for detailed 
instructions on how to activate Excel’s Solver Add-Inn. 
 
Figure E.1 Error Message displayed by Excel when Solver Add-Inn is not activated. 
 
 If after loading Excel’s Solver Add-Inn (and restarting Excel) macros in the spreadsheet 
are still not working properly, you may need to “add the Solver Reference” in VBA.  To do so, 
follow these steps: 
1) Press Alt+F11 to open up VBA in Excel. 
2) Add the Solver reference in Visual Basic (Tools > References..., then make sure that 
SOLVER is checked). 
 
 
 
